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There are no fewer than four climbing guides for Thailand of which I am aware. Sirichai

Pongsopon's "Thailand Rock Climbing Guide Book" (2005), Wee Changrua/Elke Schmitz's "Rock

Climbing in Thailand" (3rd ed, Dec 2005), the King Climber's guidebook (not certain the date on this

one), and, of course, Sam Lightner, Jr.'s "Thailand: A Climbing Guide" (2005).Of all these

guidebooks, Sam's guide is by far the thickest, weighing in at nearly 340 pages. Wee's/Elke's and

Sirichai's come in in the mid-200s (the King Climber guidebook I opted not to pick up because it was

my understanding from a number of other climbers that it was essentially a direct copy of an earlier

edition of Wee's/Elke's, errors and all - so I have no hard supporting data for comparisons as with

the other three; besides, I only had only so many bahts with which to buy guidebooks!). Sirichai's

black and rad-like photo cover guide cuts right to the point: after about 20 pages of "fluff", his book

breaks right into topos and listings of routes. There are no route descriptions, however, anywhere. If

you come to a tricky spot, you'll have to puzzle it out for yourself (and just go for the next bolt/sling).

He does include some notes about rebolting of routes when and where known (at the time of his

writing).Wee's and Elke's black cover guide has a bit more up-front fluff for the traveling climber:

about 40 pages worth. But from there the guide dives straight into topos and route listings, with a



few routes having brief notes. The book is also sprinkled with a few more fluff pages and

advertisements in the routes section.Sam's book has a bright, spring/aqua-green cover, with a

photo of a climber on a route in Dum's Kitchen.
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